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UPCOMING EVENTS

kitchen again. The university has helped us sell
some of the industrial kitchen equipment ad
the chapter is excited about utilizing the space.

We have also started up a web site for
the Alpha Eta which is a wonderful way to
help us keep in touch with our fraternity
brothers. Please check out the site and get
acquainted. Help us make this a real asset for
us. To register on the site, go to
www.betadenison.com and click on the First
Time Login link in the upper left corner,
and type in your last name when prompted.
Once you select your record, you’ll be asked
to enter your Member ID, which can be
found above your name and address on this
mailing, or in our newly upgraded monthly
eLetters. Your username will be your email
address—one less username to remember. 

I would like to thank Nick Geitner for
his great leadership of Alpha Eta this past
year. We are looking forward to working
with Bill Horn as president next year. We are
also looking for some alumni who would be
interested in working with the chapter and
L.S.C.M.A. If you have some interest in this
area, please email me at
r.dold@rosepestcontrol.com. 

Alpha Eta Initiates 14 New Brothers, Adopts New Charity

Alumni Web Site Launched to Keep Connected 
with Beta News, Events and Friends

ALUMNI REPORT

It doesn’t seem possible that spring is already
here. I understand the flowers and flowering
trees are starting to blossom on Denison’s
campus. Is there a more beautiful time or
place than Granville in the spring? It won’t
be long until some professors will want to
hold their classes on the quad and they could
be looking over the Licking Hills. Spring at
Denison brings back fond memories of the
Beta wars, Ebough’s pond and the Beta
parade at the end of the week. 

“I am pleased that the chapter 
is applying for the Knox Award 

at the Beta convention this 
summer. Plans for the house 

include turning the old kitchen 
into a library for the chapter.”

The chapter seems to be in good shape.
On April 5, 14 pledges were initiated. This is
one of our largest pledge classes. The chapter
has been quite busy this year. Recently they
held a formal dinner dance at a county club
in Newark. They have held events with
almost every sorority on campus and have
helped the charity events. They were car
parkers for a benefit for the Center for
Disabled Services in Licking County. Mrs.
Knobles was one of the sponsors for the
event. They donated all the tips they received
that day to the Center for Disabled Services.
The chapter has adopted the C.D.S. as one
of its charities. 

I am pleased that the chapter is applying
for the Knox Award at the Beta convention
this summer. Plans for the house include
turning the old kitchen into a library for the
chapter. The kitchen has not been used as a
kitchen for years and will not be used as a
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Golf Outing
May 2

Granville Golf Course

RSVP to Yuechao Pei 
at pei_y@denison.edu 
or 740-877-2042. Visit

www.betadenison.com
for full details.

ON THE WEB
Don’t forget to register on our 

web site, www.betadenison.com! 
Your Member ID for first-time login

can be found above your name
and address on this newsletter.
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continued this semester with a different
twist. The chapter will split into two teams
and play a massive capture-the-flag game
across campus on April 25th. This promises
to be a memorable night that some brothers
are already preparing for in anticipation.

We have continued the trend of
growth this year. Our spring pledge class
contains 14 men, the largest pledge class of
any of the fraternities on campus. Our
current recruitment chair, Chris Greene, is
laying the groundwork to break that record
next year. Already, we are preparing for the

fall and plan to continue the year-long,
chapter-wide effort challenge in setting the
bar even higher for ourselves. 

We returned from the 169th General
Convention with not only our Charter, but a
Sisson award as well. Alpha Eta has set its
sights on the Knox award in the coming
years. Officers have been given their
respective goals that will need to be achieved
and, in several areas, the chapter surpasses
the requirements for the Knox award, such as
in leadership and cultivation of the intellect.

Brother Derrick Carman, our archivist and
historian, has taken the initiative to renew
Alpha Eta’s ties to its heritage by reinstating
the both the Fire Banquet as well as the
‘Beta War.’ The Fire Banquet is an Alpha Eta
ritual, commemorating the day that the
previous house burned down. The ritual will
be held in the fall and will remain an annual
event for all those able to attend. The
current active members are looking forward
to adding another layer to the rich history
that our chapter is privileged to have.

Secondly, the ‘Beta War’ will be

Alpha Eta Boasts Largest Pledge Class on Campus
CHAPTER REPORT

Chapter Initiates a Fire Banquet to Commemorate Old House 
Destroyed in Fire, Continues Beta Wars with a Twist
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PLEDGE CLASS

We want to feature your best Beta photos on our web site! Whether
they’re great shots from your fraternity days or of a more recent

reunion, please send your best shots to our editors at
content@affinityconnection.com. Your submissions may appear 

in upcoming issues of The Shrine or our monthly e-Letter.

In this photo: Jack Thuma ’57, Joe Taylor, Joe Ternavan ’57
and Bill Wagner ’57 in San Francisco. Thanks to Joe Ternavan 

for submitting this photo!

Share Your Reunion Photos at www.betadenison.com
WEB PHOTOS
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member of Blue Key,
Phi Beta Kappa, Pi
Sigma Alpha and Co-
President of the
Denison College
Government
Association.

After graduating
in 1946, he attended
Yale Law School,

although the American stint in the Korean
War seemed to find its way into interfering
with that academic endeavor as well. He
eventually successfully graduated from law
school in 1951.

That year was also another milestone
for Ted, as it was the year he married the
love of his life, Elizabeth, or as he calls her,
“Betty.” Friends at the ages of 14 and 15,
they used to talk about who they were
going to marry. Little did they know at that
time that it would be to each other.

The two settled in San Francisco,
Calif., where Ted went to work as a lawyer
for Pillsbury Madison. He then went on to
work as Vice President for International
Affairs and the General Counsel at GAP,
the Government Accountability Project. 

He retired from GAP in ’89 at the age
of 65, but soon realized he made the
mistake of retiring when he really wasn’t
quite ready. He headed back into the work
force, where he worked for an additional
five years with The Nature Company.

As an alumnus of Beta Theta Pi, 
Ted was asked to join the Board of Trustees 
of Denison. 

“Denison was a wonderful school and
being an alumnus from [there] is thought
of well throughout the United States,”
Tight said.

During this time, he chaired one of the
chapter’s early capital fund drives and also
was the San Francisco Bay Area Alumni
Association Chairman. He served from
1978 until his retirement from the board in
1999, when he became a life trustee.

Now living in a retirement home in
the San Francisco area with his wife, he
works diligently to stay active and take

leadership roles in the community.

“Beta taught me to get involved, take
leadership roles,” he said. “This is something
I’ve taken with me up to this day.”

That is also one of the traits that Ted
wants the current Brothers at Denison to
take with them after graduation.

“Denison helps people [and helped
me] to be influential in organizations,
become more involved,” he said. “Take a
second look at what you got out of the
fraternity and give back. Become involved
in alumni affairs, and be supportive of the
school that gave you your education.”

Currently, Ted and Betty have four
children and 10 grandchildren. Every 10
years, the families get together for a “fun
trip,” last time being in Hawaii. There were
around 20 family members there total.

“I enjoyed re-connecting with the
family and watching my grandchildren
interact with one another,” he said.

Today, decades after graduating from
Denison, Tight will never forget the ties he
made while attending and the ties he’s kept
the many years since then.

“Everything I did at Denison has
rewarded me dramatically,” Tight said.
“[My] Beta experience has lived with me
and still remains very close.”

When Dexter ‘Ted’ Tight ’48 came to
Denison, he knew he was already a part of
a legacy that spanned back several
generations in his family. What he didn’t
know then was that it was only the
beginning of an even longer tradition.

Ted came to Denison in the fall of 
1941, following in the footsteps of his father,
grandfather, and great-grandfather. Now more
than 60 years later, more than 20 relatives
have joined Tight in experiencing Denison.

“I pledged because my father was a
member, it was a good chapter to join, I
loved the people and all of the guys that
were there, and I loved the house,” said
Ted. “[The brothers] were also delighted I
was there.”

However, the start of World War II put
a halt in Ted’s pursuit of a college degree.

“Everything I did at Denison 
has rewarded me dramatically,”

Tight said. “[My] Beta experience
has lived with me and still 

remains very close.”

“I was called into service in 1942 and
couldn’t come back until 1946,” he said.
“But the service made me grow up faster
[because at the time] I was a relatively
immature 18 year old.”

He eventually graduated from the
Officer’s Candidate School in August of
1945 as a 2nd Lieutenant and was
discharged in April 1946.

Ted also pointed out that because of
the war, there were only 12 men in his
pledge class, which was quite a rare
situation; however, this has allowed him
and his fellow pledge class to remain close
friends to this day.

And although the close fellowship and
friendships of the fraternity remained the
same when he returned to Denison, Tight
and his brothers were not able to live in
their chapter house. It had been rented out
to the University.

In his first year back, Ted was elected
the president of the chapter. He was also a

All in the Family

ALUMNI PROFILE

For Dexter “Ted” Tight ’48, Nearly 25 Relatives have become Part of the Denison Heritage 

Dexter “Ted” Tight ’48 
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Beta has the Largest Pledge Class on
Campus…Read Inside for Details!

2008-09 Honor Roll 
of Donors

Robert M. Thorsen 1937
Jack R. Carl 1941
Jack S. Jones 1942
Joseph D. Craig MD 1943
Fred R. DiTirro Jr. 1948
Dexter C. Tight 1948
David S. Ecker 1949
George M. Roudebush III 1949
Dean W. Seibel 1949
Ben A. Callaway 1950
Robert L. Marquardt 1950
L. Sam Robinson 1950
Charles G. Ashbrook Jr. 1951
A. Lowell Johnson 1951
James F. Mason MD 1951

George H. Weber 1952
Thomas A. Creager Sr. 1953
George M. Dallas Jr. 1953
Roger E. Owen 1953
Robert A. Reid 1953
Edward F. Weber 1953
Richard G Lugar 1954
S. James Roush Jr. 1954
William R. Ryno 1954
Dale E. Wolfe 1954
Edward A. Deeds II 1955
H. Alan Rudolph 1955
David B. Jones 1957
Kenneth S. Rohl 1957
John N. Taylor Jr. 1957
John C. Thuma 1957
Peter B. Halliday 1959

Ardon B. Judd Jr. 1959
George M. Brown Jr. 1960
Robert J. Dold 1960
Franklin Kenneth Ackerman 1961
N. Robert Hardy 1961
Daniel C. Pancake 1961
Thomas C. Thuma 1961
Brent C. Osborn 1962
John B. Ragatz 1962
Stanford M. Ackley 1963
Charles S. Marston 1963
Gerald W. Wischmeyer 1963
Richard C. Schomaker 1965
Robert M. Chisholm 1966
Terry L. Ripich 1966
Michael B. Johns 1968
Michael J. Karlson 1969

L. J. Juliano Jr. 1971
Richard M. Haines 1972
G. Bert Paull III 1973
Clay P. Graham 1977
Richard H. Kirk 1979
Leonard T. Gaglione 1980
Andrew T. Pitler 1980
W. David Tucker 1982
Paul A. Siana 1984
Ronald L. Cornell Jr. 1986
Steven A. Kaye 1986
Scott L. Tyler 1986
Thomas R. Utgard 1986
Christopher B. Epley 1991

Reflects gifts received 
as of April 3.

Thank you to the following alumni who have contributed to 
our 2008-09 annual fund, which ends June 30. As of April 3, 
we have raised $5,340 to the annual fund. Help us to exceed last 
year’s total of $8,439 by making your gift at www.betadenison.com
before the giving year ends.

The annual fund supports our efforts to keep you connected
with Alpha Eta through our communications program. If you’re
name isn’t listed below, help us to save money on paper and
postage to mail you a reminder letter next month by making
your online gift today.

ANNUAL FUND

Do you want to see more photos in The Shrine
and our monthly e-Letters? Then help us build our 

archives! See page 2 for how to submit your pictures.
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